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WEATHER

Temperatures averaged about four

degrees above normal across the State.

Precipitation was light and occurred

during the latter part of the week.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers continued to push

forward on crops remaining to be harvested

last week. Heavy fog and frost caused

temporary delays across the State, but by

the end of the week, most producers were

wrapping up their harvesting operations.

As harvesting was completed, growers were

busy cleaning and preparing their machin-

ery for storage. Lots of fall tillage was

accomplished along with applications of

fertilizer in preparation for next year's

crop. Statewide, an average of 6.7 days
were suitable for fieldwork.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 21%

short and 79% adequate. Subsoil moisture

also rated 21% short and 79% adequate. A

year ago, topsoil moisture supplies were

10% short, 69% adequate and 21% surplus.

Subsoil moisture was 38% short, 52%

adequate and 10% surplus.

CROPS

Corn harvest moved ahead to 97%

complete, just behind 99% last year, but

ahead of 90% average. Good progress was

made in the Central District where harvest

was delayed a week ago by snowcover.

CROPS (Cont.)

Combining of the 1984 soybean crop

was 99% complete, slightly behind the 100%

harvested a year ago, but approximately 15
days later than normal.

Sot@hum harvest was also 99% com-

pleted last week, just behind last year's

100%. Despite the delays caused by lodged

stalks, farmers were able to stay ahead of

the 5-year average of 96% harvested. Most

of the harvesting activities occurred in

the Central and Southwestern Districts

where weather had delayed harvest the

previous week.

The 1985 winter wheat crop remained

in mostly good condition. Improved

moisture supplies during the fall resulted

in good emergence and growth through the

early stages of development. Additional

moisture would benefit the crop, particu-

larly in the western half of the State

where moisture has been more scarce. The

crop was moving into the dormant stage as

cooler temperatures prevailed.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed condition

rated 30% short and 70% adequate. Drier

conditions have prevailed in the western

portions of the State making grass fires a

real concern of many ranchers. Cattle

continued to graze crop stubble as move-

ment of cows and calves onto crop residue

remained strong. Some movement of calves

to markets and feedlots took place.
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